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SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON MIL AID CUTS FOR VN 

1. HEREWITH TEXT OF VN GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE BY 
DEPT. SPOKESMAN AT AUG. 23 PRESS BRIEFING: 

QUOTE: Q. DOES THE DEPARTMENT SHARE THE REPORTED 
VIEW OF A SENIOR US OFFICER IN SAIGON THAT THE CUT IN 
MILITARY AID FOR SOUTH VIET NAM COULD BE FATAL FOR THE 
THIEU GOVERNMENT? (EYES BEECH STORY, WP). 

A. AS YOU KNOW, THE ADMINISTRATION HAD ORIGINALLY ASKED 
FOR $1.45 BILLION, WHICH IN OUR BEST JUDGMENT WAS A 
REASONABLE AND PRUDENT MINIMUM TO ASSURE THE VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT ADEQUATE REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT, ON A 
ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS AS PROVIDED IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT, TO 
COPE WITH ANTICIPATED CONTINGENCIES AND THE STEPPED-UP 
LEVEL OF FIGHTING IMPOSED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES. 

WE ARE EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED WITH THE MOVES IN CONGRESS 
TO CUT THAT MINIMUM LEVEL BY MORE THAN HALF. I WOULD 
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ULTIMATE EFFECT OF THIS ACTION, NOR DO I RELIEVE THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN ANY CONSIDERED JUDGMENT THEREON EXPRESSED 
BY THE US MISSION IN SAIGON. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT SPECULATION THAT THIS CUT WILL LEAD 
AMBASSADOR MARTIN TO RESIGN? 

A. SUCH SPECULATION CERTAINLY DIDN'T COME FROM ANYONE 
WHO KNOWS AMBASSADOR MARTIN. I HAVE SEEN NO 
INDICATION OF SUCH INTENTION ON THE AMBASSADOR'S PART. 

(IF ASKED) HE REMAINS IN THE DEPARTMENT ON CONSULTATION 
FOR THE PRESENT. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE FIGHTING NEAR SAIGON? 

A. THERE CONTINUES TO BE A HIGH LEVEL OF FIGHTING IN 
SEVERAL AREAS OF SOUTH VIET NAM, IN CONTINUING COMMUNIST 
VIOLATION OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. THE GVN FORCES ON THE 
WHOLE ARE GIVING A GOOD ACCOUNT OF THEMSELVES, DESPITE 
THE NVA USE OF FRESH EQUIPMENT INCLUDING TANKS NORTHWEST 
OF SAIGON. WE DO NOT REGARD THE SITUATION AS 
THREATENING SAIGON IN ANY WAY, HOWEVER. UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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